CHAPTER  XIII
THE PARUSIA AND SOCIALISM1

"REPENT, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand."
Such was undoubtedly the substance of Christ's
preaching. It was a call to spiritual purification
and regeneration, symbolised by baptism, in view
of the close proximity of God's Kingdom; into
which none but the pure and righteous could enter,
and from which all corruption, pride and impurity
were to be rigidly excluded.

As to the precise nature of that Kingdom, Christ
has little new to say. He assumes that His hearers
are quite familiar with the idea. Nor is it different
as regards the ideas of repentance and righteousness.
There is almost nothing in the Gospel that we do
not find in the prophets. At most there is a more
uniform elevation of tone, and a more insistent
spiritualising of current ethico-rcligious conceptions.
There was little originality in the "notional" truth of
the Gospel; it laid no extra burden on the religious
understanding; it even removed a good many im-
posed by those who "made void the commandments
of God by the traditions of men/'

The Gospel was primarily a new spiritual force,
kindling the cold hearts, strengthening the faltering

1This essay appeared, in Italian, in the periodical Nova et Vetera
(now extinct) of loth May 1908.